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Serial No. 10/049,444 -2- 
Art Unit 1771 

1. This application does not contain an abstract of the 
disclosure as required by 37 CFR 1.72(b) . An abstract on a 
separate sheet is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 
35 U.S.C. § 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more 
claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards 
as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. More particularly, although perhaps a 
35 U.S.C. § 112 first paragraph rejection, it appears to the 
Examiner that applicant's "fluorine copolymer" substantially 
overlaps his claimed "hydrophilic agent" as disclosed in his 
application, including, e.g.; Example 1. Clarification is 
requested. Additionally, a "coating" adhesive sheet as set forth 
in claims 3 and 4 is believed to be improper grammar. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention 
is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences 
between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
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to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



5. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over EPA 467570A2 taken in view of Japanese 
Patent Abstract 08-337771 (the Examiner has been able to obtain a 
complete copy of the publication, of which applicant has made of 
record the Abstract.) EPA -570 discloses (note particularly the 
Abstract, column 1 line 48 - column 2 line 6, Example 6, claims 
1, 11 and 14) substantially an anticipation of the entire claimed 
genus of adhesive sheets and also (claim 14) the coating adhesive 
sheets set forth in applicant's claim 4, with the only lacking 
element being the presence of the hydrophilic agent . The 
secondary reference, however discloses (note particularly the 
Abstract, paragraphs 0002, 0003, 0007, 0089, 0097) what applicant 
admits in his specification (e.g. page 10) is his most preferred 
hydrophilic agent which the Japanese reference teaches (e.g. 
0003) that good hydrophilic properties will result from the 
incorporation of the hydrophilic agent into the front face of 
goods and also keep the contact angle for water to be mss^ low. 
Accordingly, one of ordinary skill, motivated by an expectation 
of improved weatherability and related performance properties 
would incorporate the hydrophilic agent taught by the secondary 
reference into the genus of adhesive sheets taught by EP -570 and 
thereby form the claimed genus of articles. What other 
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parameters that may remain are each believed to be if not 
expressly or inherently disclosed, obvious modifications to one 
of ordinary skill, in the absence of unexpected results. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Note also Davis. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



Dzirker : cdc DANIEL ZIRKER 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 

May 15, 2003 ^"^'^'^1^^ ^ 
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